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Arizona Water Use

Since 1950, the AzWSC has
estimated water use by county
at 5-year intervals, publishing the
results in a series of reports since
1981. Water demand is met by pump-
ing groundwater from aquifers or

by conveying surface water to users
through a system of reservoirs and
canals. Because of the importance of
water to Arizona’s communities and
future economic development, the
AzWSC works cooperatively with
the Arizona Department of Water
Resources to collect data and estimate
withdrawals annually. Withdrawals are
estimated for five categories of use:
irrigation, municipal, mining, drain-
age, and thermoelectric power. On
the basis of the most recent published
estimates in 2005, withdrawals are
dominated by agriculture (76 percent)
and municipal (19 percent) uses.

For more information about Arizona

water use, please visit http://az.water.

usgs.gov/projects/9671-9DW/.

Total Water Withdrawals by Purpose in Arizona, 1950-2005
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